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attacked.   He drove in the half-hearted Sultanic troops
without effort, and they retired through the British lines.
Without hesitation the Nationalists attacked the British.
On the night of the I5th-i6th of June three assaults
were repulsed with difficulty.   The French were hard
pressed at Heraclea.   Irregulars raided the villages on
the Asiatic shores of the Bosphorus and from Beicos
opened fire on the fleet as it lay at anchor there.   A
shot or two struck the Austrian Embassy where the
British High Commissioner and his staff were lodged.
I was asleep on a terrace in the Embassy when I
was awaked before dawn by the rifle fire.   There was
confusion and panic and noise.   Across the Bosphorus
came firing and shouting.   Below in the village on our
side the Christians were running round in terror.   A
battleship opened fire with its light guns and a regiment
of Indian infantry was hurried up.   But it was a lesson.
The raiders were the skirmishers of the Turkish Army.
Constantinople, the High Commission, the handful of
Allied troops lay naked and exposed to them except for
the navy ;   and in an affair of this nature ships are of
little value except for evacuation.
The few troops in the Asiatic shore were in detach-
ments down the railway to Ismidt that runs along the
shore of the Marmora. As soon as the Turks realized
the position they proceeded to pass down the flank
towards Constantinople. At Derindje the depot of
stores was burnt and blown up in preparation for retreat.
The long bridge on the railway beyond Guebze was
mined for destruction. The Turks were seen to be
massing for an attack on the Ismidt detachment. It